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Compare belief of this sort with the a priori and memory beliefs I spoke of above.
In a certain sense, there isn’ t anything to go on in any of the three cases. You
don’ t accept memory and obvious a priori beliefs on the basis of other beliefs;
but you also lack the detailed phenomenological basis, the rich and highly artic-
ulated sensuous imagery that is involved in perception. What you do have in all
three cases is another kind of phenomenal evidence, what I have been calling dox-
astic evidence. (In WPF I called it impulsional evidence.) There is a certain kind of
phenomenology that distinguishes entertaining a proposition you believe from one
you do not: the former simply seems right, correct, natural, approved— the expe-
rience isn’t easy to describe (WPF, 190ff.). You have this doxastic evidence in all
three sorts of cases (as, indeed, in any case of belief), and you have nothing else to
go on. But you don’t need anything else to go on: it is not as if things would be bet-
ter, from an epistemic point of view, if you believed, say, 2 + I = 3 or that you had
oatmeal for breakfast this morning on the evidential basis of other propositions, or
on the basis of some kind of sensuous imagery more or less like that involved in
perception. (I don’t mean that you can’t get more evidence, for something you be-
lieve by way of memory, but that you would not necessarily be better off, epistem-
ically speaking, if you believed the proposition in question on the basis of other
beliefs or on the basis of sensuous imagery.) The same goes (on the model) for the
beliefs of faith: you don’t have either sensuous imagery or evidence from other
things you believe to go on; the beliefs are none the worse, epistemically speaking,
for that. In fact (on the model) they are all the better for that; they have (or can
have) much more firmness and stability than they could sensibly have if accepted
on the basis of rational argument or, as in this case, historical investigation; they
can also have much more warrant. These beliefs (on the model) are not accepted
on the basis of other beliefs; in fact, other beliefs are accepted on the basis of them.
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I don’t mean that you can’t get more evidence, for something you believe
by way of memory, but that you would not necessarily be better off, epis-
temically speaking, if you believed the proposition in question on the
basis of other beliefs or on the basis of sensuous imagery.
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or philosophical theology (studying theolog-
ical topics largely without use of the Bible,
but using the tools and methods of philo-
sophical reasoning and what can be known

about God from observing the universe)
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The Comparison between Ex019:1-24:11 and Deu4-26
The Meaning of Torah in the two Texts

Abstract : What does “the Law” mean? The meaning is helpful to answer a bigger question:
what’s the relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament, in which the
meaning of the Law is very complicated. This article will focuse on the meaning of the word
“Torah,” described in the Pentateuch. Exodus19:1-24:11 and Deuteronomy 4-26 are the texts
in the Pentateuch that give the description of the meaning of the word “Torah.” By analyzing
their literary structures and their redemptive history, we will be able to figure out the mean-

ing of the word “Torah.”

In Chapter1, we will consider the methodological issues about this thesis . In order to exegete
these two texts, we will discuss the hermeneutical problems concerning the narrative text and

the teaching text within them, and their redemptive history.

In Chpter2, we will compare their literary structure with the focus on the comparison be-
tween Ex.19:4-6 and Deut. 26:16-19. These texts, different in style, give the same conclusion
that the Torah was given to Israel by YHWH and was interpreted by Moses. It was not just
commandments. Its promulgation is an event. It is also a key to open the history of the Israel’s
redemptive process. By the Torah, YHWH did bring Israel out of Egypt , and did bring them
into Canaan. YHWH cut the covenant with Israel and promised to be with them. He promised
them that if they obey the Torah, he would continue to bless them as he did before in redeem-
ing them out of Egypt. Torah represents the powerful action of YHWH, by which he manifest-

ed himself to Israel, and governed them, and recreated them according to the Torah.

In Chapter3, we will discuss the symmetrical structure of Deut. 6-11. By comparing different
themes, such as desert and Canaan, the past and the future, being brought out of Egypt and
entering into the promised land, Moses wants Israel to know that man will live if he obeys
every commandment that comes from the mouth of God! That is what the Torah means. It’s

also a key to understand the whole history of Israel, which witnesses this truth.

In Chapter4, the literary structures of Ex. 20:22-23:33 and Deut. 12-26 confirm that the spirit
of Deu6-11 was kept in lives of Israel by the Torah . God would give Israel grace in their lives

and in their commodities as he did in their redemptive history, if they obey the Torah.
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In Chapter5, we will investigate some themes in these texts in the light of New Testament. The
New Testament gives the eschatological, christological interpretation on the Torah. God in

Christ poured out the Holy Spirit, who internalizes Torah by writing it on the heart of Man.
This understanding of the meaning of the Torah provides the key for us to understand the re-
lationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament. The active Torah and the pow-

erful work of the Holy Spirit are connected in God’s redemptive history.

Key words: Torah, The Word of God, Redemptive Action, Redemptive History
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